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The University if Dayton 
UD SUMMER LECTURES 
FOCUS ON SYNOD OF 1980 
News Release 
DAYTON, Ohio, June 1, 1981 In September and October 1980 a world Synod 
of Bishops of the Catholic Church convened in Rome to consider "The Role of the 
Christian Family in the World Today." An official Church document resulting from 
the Synod has yet to be published, but cae issues central to the discussion have 
been widely reported and much discussed tbxoughout the Church and include family 
planning, the permanence and exclusivity of marriage, and pastoral care of the 
divorced and remarried. 
At the encouragement of President Ra}~ond L. Fitz, S.M., the University of 
Dayton Department of Religious Studies is sponsoring a series of five lectures on 
consecutive Tuesdays this summer focusing on theological perspectives of Christian 
marriage and family. Among the distinguished lecturers will be a participant of 
the 1980 Synod of Bishops, the Most Reverend Joseph Bernardin, D.D., Archbishop 
of Cincinnati. 
Archbishop Bernardin, "Tho was elected by his peers to represent the U. S. 
bishops at Church Synods in 1974, 1977, and 1980, will begin the series on June 23 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Boll Theatre of the UD Kennedy Memorial Union. His lecture, 
"Marriage: A Covenant of Love and Life," will include reflections on the 1980 
Sy~od and a synthesis of the central ideas which emerged. 
The Archbishop I s lecture 'Nill be followed on June 30 by "The Role of Love in 
Christian Marriage," a lecture by Reverend John R. Connery, S.J. Connery is 
consulting theologian for the Committee on Pastoral Research and Practice of the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
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"Christian Marriage and Family: Historico - Theological Perspectives" is 
the title of the lecture scheduled for July 7 by Reverend Richard A. McCormick, S.J. 
This will be a treatment of key historical moments in the development of Catholic 
Church ethics pertaining to marriage and sex. McCormick is Rose F. Kennedy Professor 
of Christian Ethics of the Kennedy Institute of Ethics, Georgetown University, 
and a research associate of the Woodstock Theological Center in Washington, D.C. 
On July 14 William E. May, Ph.D., will speak on "Marriage, Christian 
Marriage, and Marital Love." May is associate professor of moral theology at 
Catholic University of America. 
The 1981 Summer Lecture Series concludes on July 21 with the Reverend Charles E. 
Curran, a moral theologian. Curran's lecture, "Marriage, Family, and Contemporary 
Moral Theology," will consider anthropological and ethical perspectives, as well 
as theological. He is professor of moral theology also at Catholic University of 
America. 
All of the scheduled speakers are respected contributors to journals of 
contemporary theological issues. Most have authored books. 
According to Richard A. Boulet, S.T.D., director of graduate programs in 
Religious Studies at the University of Dayton and organizer of the program, "the 
lecture series is the result of our University's effort to bring to the Catholic 
community of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati the finest theological opinion, 
recognizedly diverse, in the American Catholic Church today." The University of 
Dayton, a Marianist university, is the nation's 9th largest Catholic university. 
All lectures are scheduled for 7:30 p.m. in the Boll Theatre of the University 
of Dayton Kennedy Memorial Union. There is no charge and all interested persons 
are invited to attend. Ample parking is available on the campus near the lecture site. 
For additional information call 229-2539, or write to Richard A. Boulet, 
Department of Religious Studies, University of Dayton, 300 College Park, Dayton, 
Ohio 45469. 
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